WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OR  TEE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

FOl  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for 
1945,  The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  report  he 
prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1944,  so  it  will  not  -assume 
its  pre-war  comprehensiveness. 

The  report  includes  notes  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  matters  with  which  he  is  most  particularly  concerned,  for  his 
co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  WHS  OH  EVANS. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Name . 


Qualifications . 


Office  Held.  Whole  or 

Fart  Time. 


L .Wilson  Evans. 


M.B . ,B.S. ,M.R.C.S. , 

L.R.C.P.  , L> . P . H . 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Part . 


M.W.Sowden. 


M.I.M.&  Cy.E. 


Sanitary  Insp-  Whole, 

ector  and 
Surveyor . 


STATISTIC  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  District. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
Rate  Boole  end  of  1945. 

Rateable  Value  (End  of  1945) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rato 
Population  Estimate  (Mid  1945) 


5,996  acres. 

1,899. 

£38,990. 

£153 . 

6  ,268. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Number  of 

births. 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

62. 

46. 

108. 

Illegitimate 

13. 

12. 

25. 

Total. 

75 

58 

133. 

Birth  Rate 

per  1000  population 

Birth  Rate 

per  1000  population 

England 

and  Wales 

21.2 

16.1 


Number  of  Still  Births  M.  P 

Legitimate  -  2 

Illegitimate  -  1 


Tot  al  3 


Total 

2 

1 

3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  0.48 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  England  and  Wales  0.46 


(1) 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


year 


Total 


M«  F.  Totals. 
13  4 

_2__  _1_  __3_ 

3  4  7 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  53 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  England  and  Wales  46 


Number  of  Deaths 


He  F.  Total. 

36 .  50 .  86 . 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales 


13.7 

11.4 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Heart  Disease. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Bronchitis . 

Violence. 

Tuberculosis „ 

Nephritis. 

Deaths  from  Measles. 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years. 

Maternal  Deaths.  Nil 


There  was  an  estimated  decrease  of  152  in  the  population  and 
this  with  one  more  birth  than  last  year  gives  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  birth  rate.  There  wore  more  deaths  than 
last  year  with  a  death  rate  higher  than  that  for  the  Country 
as  a  whole,  this  increase  was  shown  among  people  of  advanced 
age  and  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Cancer. 

The  distribution  of  ages  of  infants  who  died  under  1  year  was 
as  follows. 

0-lday.  1  day  to  1  week.  4-8  weeks-.  Over  8  weeks. 

2  2  2  1 

Three  of  these  infants  died  as  a  result  of  accident,  two  from 
suffocation  and  one  from  injury  at  birth. 

The  death  from  whooping  Cough  was  in  a  child  of  one  month  who 
developed  Pneumonia.  Whooping  Cough  is  a  very  deadly  disease 
in  infants. 


M. 


F  . 


9 

4 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Nil 

0 

1 


17 

4 
8 

5 
3 
0 
1 

Nil 

1 

0 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 
- DISEASES. 


Cases  of _ notifiable  ^iscaso  distributed  according  to  sox  and  age. 


Ages. 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Measles. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia ♦ 

Erysipelas. 

Fever. 

Cough 

• 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

V’ 

• 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

0-  1 

Mt 

1 

1 

.. 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1-  3 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3-  5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

mm 

2 

r 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10 

_ 

— 

3 

1 

6 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

10-15 

2 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

15-25 

«■» 

i 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

mm 

25-45 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

45-65 

65  and 

— 

— 

•• 

— 

mm 

mm 

** 

1 

** 

over. 

- 

Mi 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mi 

mm 

Age 

unknown • 

mm 

mm 

1 

•» 

mm 

** 

mm 

* 

Totals 

2 

-  ■* 

5 

6 

7 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  2.  Whooping  Cough  11.  Measles  12.  Diphtheria  1. 


Pneumonia  1.  Erysipelas  1. 

It  was  quite  a  satisfactory  year  for  notifiable  infectious  disease. 
Tho  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  were  not  connected  with  each 
other  gave  rise  to  no  secondary  cases.  The  Whooping  Cough  and 
Measles  occurred  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  yoar.  During  the 
second  six  months  1  case  of  Whooping  Cough  and  1  of  Pneumonia  were 
notified.  One  case  of  Whooping  Cough  developed  Pneumonia  and  in 
another , serious  complications  developed  and  the  child  died.  Beth 
of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  child  who  had  boon  immunised  1^-  years 
previously  and  as  a  result  it  was  an  exceedingly  mild  form  and  the 
patient  made  rapid  recovery. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Number  of  children  who  received  full  course  of 
immunisation  during  the  year. 

Estimated  child  population  at  December  31st,  1945, 

Percentage  of  children  considered  to  be 
immunised  at  December  31st,  1945. 


Under  5 

5-15 

yrs. 

yrs 

55 

11 

527 

973 

38 $  92$ 


The  position  of  immunisation  is  much  the  same.  There  appears  to 
be  no  proper  appreciation  by  parents  of  the  importance  of  having 
the  young  children  protected  against  a  disease  which  in  the  very 
young  is  so  often  fatal.  Of  the  250  or  so  children  who  became  one 
year  old  in  1944  and  1945  only  88  are  known  to  have  been  immunised 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  viz  35$,  that  is  about  160  children  of 
•'mom  1  to  2  years  of  age  may  not  have  been  protected. 
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Tuberculosis 


Respiratory. 

Non- respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

New  Cases.  1 

2 

3  1 

Transferred 
from  other 
Districts. 

Service  Cases.  1 

1 

- 

Total  2 

3 

3  1 

Admitted  to 
Sanatorium  or 
Hospital. 

3 

1 

Deaths.  2 

- 

1 

Number 

of  cases 

on  Register  at  end  of  1945. 

Respiratory 
M.  F, 

10  9 

• 

Total . 

19 

p 

Non-respiratory. 
M.  F.  Total 

12  12  24 

Aluhcugh  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  and 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  on  last  year  the  position  of  this  disease 
is  favourable  as  compared  with  the  County  as  a  whole  as  the  following 
table  will  show. 

Average  number  of  notifications  and  de aths  in  the  period  1940 -44 
"per  1,000  population. 

Re spirat'ory  Tuberculosis. 

NoTIFicaBions .  Deaths. 

Y/hitchurch.  .53  .25 

Salop  County  Council.  .75  .33 


Water . 


Samples  taken  during  the  year  were  as  follows; - 

Monthly  samples  taken  from  the  delivery  main  after  chlorination 

B0  Coli  absent  in  ICO  mis. 


Samples  of  unchlorinated  wat or . 

September  12th.  Presumptive  Bacillus  Coli  35  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  present  in  1  ml. 

October  13th.  Presumptive  Bacillus  Coli  11  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  present  in  10  mis. 
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All  the  water  going  into  the  supply  except  that  from  the  Meadows 
gave  samples  of  high  bacterial  purity.  The  latter  water  does  not 
go  into  the  supply  except  under  conditions  :f  shortage  so,  except 
in  such  circumstances,  any  contamination  most  probably  talics  place 
in  the  collecting  tanks  from  birds  or  frogs.  This  should  be 
effectively  dealt  with  by  chlorination. 

Tho  Council  has  had  under  consideration  means  of  improving  the 
present  water  supply  and  has  decided  to  have  a  plant  installed  for 
the  purpose  of  purifying  and  clarifying  the  water  and  also  reducing 
the  iron  content  to  cover  such  time  as  may  elapse  before  a  new 
supply  can  be  developed  which  will  give  a  water  in  quantity  and 
quality  sufficient  for  the  Town  and  District. 


Meat  In spec t ion  * 

The  arrangements  for  moat  inspection  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
slaughterhouse  from  which  meat  is  distributed  to  Whitchurch, 
Ellesmere  and  Worn  and  Market  Drayton  Districts  has  continued  as 
last  year,  the  Meat  Inspectors  from  Ellesmere  Urban  District  and 
Worn  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  assisting  in  tho  inspection.  Tho 
work  is  not  very  evenly  distributed  and  the  bulk  of  the 
inspections  must  fall  on  the  Council’s  Meat  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report . 

Sanitary  Circumstanocs  of  Area . 

Water  Consumption. 


The  total  water  consumption  for  tho  year  amounted  to  89,430,000 
gallons,  a  daily  average  of  245,162  gallons,  compared  with  a 
total  of  86,322,000  gallons,  (average  of  235,775  gallons  per  day) 
for  the  year  1944,  slowing  an  increase  of  9,387  gallons  per  day. 
There  has  boon  r.o  shortages  or  failures  of  supplies  experienced 
during  the  year,  the  yield  remaining  fairly  constant,  hut  owing 
to  the  dry  season,  had  tho  consumption  boon  any  greater,  there 
would,  in  all  probability,  havo  boon  a  shortage,  as  there  was  no 
surplus.  Several  requests  to  consumers,  for  oo enemy  in  tho  use 
of  water  have  boon  made  and  frequent  inspections  of  fittings  and 
services  have  been  carried  out  fo  prevent  leakages. 

Tho  water  is  bae tcriclogical ly  analysed  once  per  month,  and  all 
reports  received  havo  shown  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory. 
Chlorination  is  continously  carried  out,  and  daily  tests  of  tho 
chlorine  residual  are  made  from  the  delivery  mains  and  averages 
around  0,22  parts  per  million.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  present 
supply  will  bo  by  no  means  adequate  to  moot  tho  immediate  future 
needs  of  the  district,  due  to  the  comprehensive  housing  schemes 
to  bo  carried  out,  both  by  the  Council  and  private  development, 
as  well  as  tho  increased  demand  for  agricultural  and  other 
purposes,  tho  Council  havo  engaged  tho  services  of  a  Water 
Consultant  to  advise  tho  Council  on  their  future  water  policy. 

The  only  extension  to  tho  Council’s  watormain  during  the  year  was 
a  length  of  approximately  90  yards  on  to  the  Council's  housing 
site  prepared  for  the  erection  of  20  temporary  houses. 


xroportion  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

direct  to  houses.... 

Rroportion  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

by  moans  of  standpipes... 

■-  '"oportion  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

direct  to  houses  .... 

/•  oportion  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

by  means  of  standpipes... 


89  <fo 
lio 
89f0 
7  £ 


(5) 


No  additional  houses  have  hoc.  n  laid  on  to  the  main  water  supply 
during  the  year. 

Rainfall^ 

The  rainfall  as  recorded  at  Penns  Bank  for  the  year  1945  was  24.47 
inches,  as  compared  with  27.56  inches  for  the  year  1944,  a  decrease 
of  3.09  inches.  The  average  yearly  rainfall  recorded  for  tho  past 
37  years  is  28019  inches. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

The  only  new  sewer  laid  during-  the  year  was  oil  to  tho  sito  for 
temporary  housing,  a  length  of  approximately  92  yards. 

No  houses  have  Icon  connected  to  the  public  sower  during  tho  year. 
The  Council  has.  at  present,  under  consideration  tho  question  of  the 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  town  sowers  outfall  and  disposal 
works,  to  moot  tho  increased  development  of  the  town.  Various 
repairs  both  to  sowers  and  drains,  have  hc-en  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  required. 

Lodging  Houses . 


The  one  remaining  lodging  house  in  the  town  has  been  well  conducted 
during  the  year,  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  regular 
inspections  having  been  carried  out. 


Scavenging . 

►  .  ..V— — .  —  — ■ssi.  f 

House  and  Trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  means  of  a  covered 
motor  refuse  vehicle. 

The  refuse  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  on  two  sites  of  waste,  land. 

The  salvage  of  scrap  iron,  rags,  bones,  etc,,  as.  well  as  the 
collection  cf  waste  paper,  has  been  proceeded  with  throughout  the 
year,  and  tho  usual  salvage  and  book  drives  hold  on  various 
occasions  with  good  results.  There  was  a  reduction  in  the 
salvage  returns,  but  this  was  due  to,  principally,  tho  -removals 
of  military  camps  from  tho  district. 

Housing . 

( a )  Programme . 

The  Council1 s  housing  programme,  sc  far  envisaged,  comprises: - 

The  erection  of  20  temporary  houses  on  land  in  Sodgoford. 

The  erection  of  84  permanent  houses  in  Egerton  Road. 

The  erection  of  50  permanent  prefabricated  houses,  (giving 
accommodation  for  26  families  in  houses  and  also  temporarily 
48  families  in  flats,  tho  latter  being  converted  into  24 
houses  at  a  later  date),  cn  land  connecting  up  tho  temporary 
housing  site  in  Sodgoford  with  Alkington  Road". 

The  above-mentioned  site  in  (iii)  will,  in  addition  to  50 
prefabricated  houses,  allow  for  tho  erection  cf  approximately 
80  houses  of  other  typos. 

Progress . 

The  site  levelling,  construction  of  road,  laying  of  sowers, 
watermain,  etc.,  was  completed  in  November,  1945,  and  the 
erection  of  the  temporary  houses  by  the  Ministry  cf  Works 
is  eagerly  awaited. 


( i ) 

(ii) 

( iii ) 


( iv) 

(o) 

i  i ) 
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(ii)  The  contract  for  preparation  of  this  site  was  let  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  the  work  is  to  he  commenced  during  the 
early  part  of  January,  1946,  and  completed  at  the  end  of 
April,  1946.  The  Council’s  architects  are  proceeding . with 
the  preparation  of  the  house  plan  details,  the  preliminary 
drawings  having  been  agreed  to. 

( iii)  The  Council’s  proposals  for  the  development  of  this  land 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministries  concerned,  the  decisions 
of  whom  are  now  awaited. 


Housing 

Number 

Number 

Number 


Inspec ti ons . 

of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  5 
found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ... 


found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 

habitation. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded.  ... 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved.  ... 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs. 

Number  rendered  fit.  ...  ...  ... 


.672 


.134. 

.  2. 
.  2. 

.  38, 

.  28, 


Milk. 

NumHer  of  registered  producers,  ...  ...  ...  57. 
Number  of  accredited  producers,  (included  in  above)....  ...  18. 
Number  of  T.T.  producers,  (included  in  above).  ...  ...  2. 
Number  of  registered  retailers.  ...  ...  ...  10. 
Number  of  accredited  retailors,  (included  in  above)  ...  ...  1. 
Number  of  T.T,  retailers,  (included  in  above).  ...  ...  3. 
Number  of  pasteurised  retailors,  (included  in  above)...  ...  1. 


Cowshed  Inspections . 

Number  of  inspections  of  undesignated  cowsheds,  ...  ...  82. 

Number  of  inspections  of  accredited  cov;sheds.  ...  ...  4  7. 


The  general  condition  of  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
on  these  inspections  have  boon  good.  Certain  dofocts  including 
limewashing  wore  carried  out  by  the  producers  on  verbal  requests. 

Meat  Inspection . 

The  two  Ministry  of  Pood  Slaughterhouses  have  been  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 

The  meat  thereat  has  been  regularly  examined  and  any  carcases  or 
parts  found  defective  condemned  and  disposed  of  as  necessary. 

Infestations . 

One  house  only  has  been  found  infested  with  fleas,  and  upon 
instructions  to  the  occupier  and  initial  storing,  the  nuisance  has 
been  abated.  Several  reports  of  minor  rat  infestation  received 
during  the  year  were  passed  on  to  the  Salop  County  Council  for 
attention.  The  nuisances  in  each  case  seem  to  have  been  abated  and 
there  appears  to  bo  at  present  very  little  infestation  in  the 
district . 

During  July  a  test  baiting  of  the  town  sewers  was  carried  out,  which 
showed  the  system  to  be  entirely  free  from  infestation. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin . 

6  Serum  (8,000  units  each)  have  been  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners 
during  the  year. 

Bakehouses  and  other  places  where  food  is  prepared . 

These  premises  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
have  been  kept  in  a  clean  sanitary  condition. 

Tinned  and  other  food  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  that 
found  unsound  has  been  disposed  of,  as  necessary. 
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